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mission. On returning lie joined Danton's
party, renounced his titles, assumed the name
Philip Egalite (equality), and in the troubles
which followed voted for the death of the
king. Suspected of duplicity, he was tried
before the revolutionary tribunal, condemned
and executed.
ORLEANS, MAID OF.   See joan of aec.
ORLEANS, philippe, Duke of (1640-
1701), only brother of Louis XIV of France.
He was created Duke of Orleans in 1661 and
shortly afterwards married Henrietta Maria
of England (sister of Charles II), whose
sudden death later was attributed to poison-
ing. Subsequently he married Charlotte
Elizabeth,, daughter of Charles Louis, Elec-
tor Palatine. This second marriage was ar-
ranged by Louis to secure the neutrality of
the Elector in the approaching war against
Holland. Monsieur, as the duke was usually
called, distinguished himself in this and in
later wars and thus incurred the king's jeal-
ousy, which kept him thereafter in the back-
ground.
ORLEANS, philippe, Duke of (1674-
1723), regent of France during the minority
of Louis XV. In 1692 he married Made-
moiselle de Blois, the legitimatized daughter
of Louis XIV. He distinguished himself in
the war of the Spanish Succession, but was
recalled because he was suspected of intrigu-
ing for the crown of Spain. On the death of
Louis XIV, in 1715, he was appointed regent.
On acceding to power he found the finances
in extreme disorder and endeavored to im-
prove matters by retrenchment and peace;
but his reckless introduction of a vast paper
currency brought the nation to the verge of
bankruptcy (see law; john). As regent he
displayed brilliance and (usually) judgment,
but he set an example of dissolute manners
which made his regency one of the most cor-
rupt periods in French history. He resigned
the government to Louis XV in 1723.
ORNITEOL'OGY, that branch of zoology
which treats of birds, their description, hab-
its and relationship to man. See birds.
ORPHEUS, o'/fe us, a legendary musician
of the ancient Greeks, according to some the
son of Apollo. The invention of the lyre, or
cithara, was attributed to him, and upon it
he played so wonderfully that wild beasts,
birds and even fishes were enraptured, the
storms were stilled and the sea becalmed with
the music. Having lost his wife Burydiee, he
descended into Hades in an attempt to bring
 her back to life, and his music so moved the
deities of the lower world, Pluto and Proser-
pina, that they consented to her return to
earth, if her husband, whom she was to fol-
low, would not once look back until they had
reached the upper world. This condition the
impatient Orpheus violated, and thus lost his
wife forever. He is said to have met his
death at the hands of a band of Thracian
women engaged in the mystic rites of Bac-
chus. Another version says that he was slain
by Jupiter because his power of bringing
back the dead violated the laws of nature.
His rescue of Eurydice and his death were
favorite subjects for artists.
ORRIS ROOT, the root of several species
of iris, especially of the European iris, which,
on account of its voiletlike odor, is employed
in perfumery and in the manufacture of tooth
powder. It was formerly used quite freely
as a medicine.
ORSINI, orse'ne, one of the most illus-
trious and powerful families of Italy. It be-
came prominent about the eleventh century,
having acquired high rank and extensive
possessions in the Papal States. The feud
between the Orsini and Colonna families is
celebrated in history; it commenced toward
the close of the thirteenth century and was
distinguished for bitterness, unscrupulous-
ness and violence. Many of the Orsini be-
came military chiefs; two of them were
Popes—G-iovanni Gaetano, who was raised to
the pontificate in 1277, with the title Nicholas
III, and Vincenzo Marco Orsini, who suc-
ceeded Innocent XIII in 1724 as Benedict
XIII.
ORTEOCERAS, orfhos'eras, a genus of
fossil mollusks distinguished by straight,
cone-shaped shells. These fossils are abun-
dant in the formations extending from the
lower Silurian to the Triassic. In structure
they resembled the nautilus, except that their
shells were straight, instead of curved. The
shell was divided into numerous chambers by
cross partitions, each, of which had a small
opening in the center. Some species were
small, while others were very large. The
shells of some species found in the Trenton
limestone are as large around as a barrel, and
the sections found indicate that the animal
must have been from twelve to fifteen feet
long. In all, remains of about 200 species
have been discovered. See geology.
ORTHOCLASE, w'thoMase. See feld-
spar.

